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while holding a license or MMC en-
dorsement as master steam or motor, 
sail, or auxiliary sail vessels of not 
more than 200 gross tons or operator of 
uninspected passenger vessels; or, 

(c) Six months total service as mate 
(pilot) of towing vessels on vessels of 
over 100 gross tons. 

[CGD 81–059, 54 FR 140, Jan. 4, 1989, as amend-
ed by USCG–1999–6224, 64 FR 63228, Nov. 19, 
1999; USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11243, Mar. 16, 
2009] 

§ 11.446 Service requirements for mas-
ter of Great Lakes and inland steam 
or motor vessels of not more than 
500 gross tons. 

The minimum service required to 
qualify an applicant for an endorse-
ment as master of Great Lakes and in-
land steam or motor vessels of not 
more than 500 gross tons is: 

(a) Three years total service on ves-
sels. One year of the required service 
must have been as a master, mate, or 
equivalent supervisory position on ves-
sels of over 50 gross tons while holding 
a license or MMC endorsement as mas-
ter, as mate, or as operator of 
uninspected passenger vessels. 

(b) An applicant holding a license or 
MMC endorsement as master of ocean, 
near coastal, or Great Lakes and in-
land towing vessels is eligible for this 
endorsement after six months of serv-
ice as master of towing vessels and 
completion of a limited examination. 
This requires three and one-half years 
of service. Two years of this service 
must have been served while holding a 
license or MMC endorsement as master 
or mate (pilot) of towing vessels, or 
mate. 

[CGD 81–059, 54 FR 140, Jan. 4, 1989, as amend-
ed by USCG 1999–6224, 64 FR 63228, Nov. 19, 
1999; USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11243, Mar. 16, 
2009] 

§ 11.448 Service requirements for mate 
of Great Lakes and inland steam or 
motor vessels of not more than 500 
gross tons. 

The minimum service required to 
qualify an applicant for an endorse-
ment as mate of Great Lakes and in-
land steam or motor vessels of not 
more than 500 gross tons is two years 
total service in the deck department of 
steam or motor, sail, or auxiliary sail 

vessels. One year of the required serv-
ice must have been on vessels of over 50 
gross tons. Three months of the re-
quired service must have been as able 
seaman, boatswain, quartermaster, or 
equivalent position on vessels of over 
50 gross tons while holding a certificate 
or endorsement as able seaman. 

[CGD 81–059, 54 FR 140, Jan. 4, 1989, as amend-
ed by USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11243, Mar. 16, 
2009] 

§ 11.450 Tonnage limitations and quali-
fying requirements for endorse-
ments as master or mate of Great 
Lakes and inland vessels of not 
more than 200 gross tons. 

(a) Except as noted in subparagraph 
(d), all endorsements issued for master 
or mate of vessels of not more than 200 
gross tons are issued in 50 ton incre-
ments based on the applicants quali-
fying experience in accordance with 
the provisions of § 11.422. See the ton-
nage and qualifying service discussion 
in § 11.422 for further clarification. 

(b) Service gained in the engineroom 
on vessels of not more than 200 gross 
tons may be creditable for up to 25 per-
cent of the deck service requirements 
for mate. 

(c) When the service is obtained on 
vessels upon which personnel with li-
censes or endorsements are not re-
quired, the OCMI must be satisfied that 
the nature of this qualifying service 
(i.e., size of vessel, route, equipment, 
etc.) is a reasonable equivalent to the 
duties performed on vessels which are 
required to engage individuals with en-
dorsements. 

(d) When the qualifying service is ob-
tained upon vessels of five gross tons or 
less, the endorsement will be limited to 
vessels of not more than 25 gross tons. 

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38623, Oct. 16, 1987. Redes-
ignated and amended by USCG–2006–24371, 74 
FR 11216 and 11243, Mar. 16, 2009] 

§ 11.452 Service requirements for mas-
ter of Great Lakes and inland steam 
or motor vessels of not more than 
200 gross tons. 

(a) The minimum service required to 
qualify an applicant for an endorse-
ment as master of Great Lakes and in-
land steam or motor vessels of not 
more than 200 gross tons is one year of 
service on vessels. Six months of the 
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required service must have been as 
master, mate, or equivalent super-
visory position while holding a license 
or MMC endorsement as master, mate, 
master or mate (pilot) of towing ves-
sels, or operator of uninspected pas-
senger vessels. To obtain authority to 
serve on the Great Lakes, three 
months of the required service must 
have been on Great Lakes waters, oth-
erwise the endorsement will be limited 
to the inland waters of the United 
States (excluding the Great Lakes). 

(b) In order to obtain an endorsement 
for sail or auxiliary sail vessels, the ap-
plicant must have six months of serv-
ice on sail or auxiliary sail vessels. The 
required six months of service may 
have been obtained prior to issuance of 
the master’s license or MMC endorse-
ment. 

[CGD 81–059, 54 FR 140, Jan. 4, 1989, as amend-
ed by USCG–1999–6224, 64 FR 63228, Nov. 19, 
1999; USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11243, Mar. 16, 
2009] 

§ 11.454 Service requirements for mate 
of Great Lakes and inland steam or 
motor vessels of not more than 200 
gross tons. 

(a) The minimum service required to 
qualify an applicant for an endorse-
ment as mate of Great Lakes and in-
land steam or motor vessels of not 
more than 200 gross tons is six months 
of service in the deck department of 
steam or motor, sail, or auxiliary sail 
vessels. To obtain authority to serve 
on the Great Lakes, three months of 
the required service must have been on 
Great Lakes waters, otherwise the en-
dorsement will be limited to the inland 
waters of the United States (excluding 
the Great Lakes). 

(b) In order to obtain an endorsement 
for sail or auxiliary sail vessels, the ap-
plicant must submit evidence of three 
months of service on sail or auxiliary 
sail vessels. 

(c) An endorsement as master of 
steam or motor vessels may be en-
dorsed as mate of sail or auxiliary sail 
vessels upon presentation of three 
months service on sail or auxiliary sail 
vessels. 

(d) The holder of a license or MMC 
endorsement as operator of inland 
uninspected passenger vessels may ob-
tain this endorsement by successfully 

completing an examination on rules 
and regulations for small passenger 
vessels. To obtain authority to serve 
on the Great Lakes, three months of 
the required service must have been on 
Great Lakes waters, otherwise the en-
dorsement will be limited to the inland 
waters of the United States (excluding 
the Great Lakes). 

(e) In order to obtain a tonnage en-
dorsement of over 100 gross tons, the 
applicant must complete the additional 
examination topics indicated in sub-
part I of this part. 

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38623, Oct. 16, 1987, as 
amended at 54 FR 140, Jan. 4, 1989; USCG– 
2006–24371, 74 FR 11243, Mar. 16, 2009] 

§ 11.455 Service requirements for mas-
ter of Great Lakes and inland steam 
or motor vessels of not more than 
100 gross tons. 

(a) The minimum service required to 
qualify an applicant for an endorse-
ment as master of Great Lakes and in-
land steam or motor vessels of not 
more than 100 gross tons is one year of 
total service in the deck department of 
steam or motor, sail, or auxiliary sail 
vessels. To obtain authority to serve 
on the Great Lakes, three months of 
the required service must have been on 
Great Lakes waters, otherwise the en-
dorsement will be limited to the inland 
waters of the United States (excluding 
the Great Lakes). 

(b) In order to obtain an endorsement 
for sail or auxiliary sail vessels, the ap-
plicant must submit evidence of six 
months of service on sail or auxiliary 
sail vessels. The required six months of 
service may have been obtained prior 
to issuance of the endorsement. 

[CGD 81–059, 54 FR 140, Jan. 4, 1989, as amend-
ed by USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11243, Mar. 16, 
2009] 

§ 11.456 Service requirements for lim-
ited master of Great Lakes and in-
land steam or motor vessels of not 
more than 100 gross tons. 

Limited masters’ endorsements for 
vessels of not more than 100 gross tons 
upon Great Lakes and inland waters 
may be issued to applicants to be em-
ployed by organizations such as formal 
camps, educational institutions, yacht 
clubs, and marinas with reduced serv-
ice requirements. An endorsement 
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